Day 23—Thursday 8 March
Scripture for Prayer
Stilling: Take a few minutes to become still.
God is Present: God is with you. Ask God to
inspire your imagination.

Review of Prayer
Notice how you reacted and felt.
Is this saying anything about you, about the way you
see others or God?
Did anything surprise you?
Is there anything you need to pray about in future?

Ask for what you desire. What gift, what grace do
you want right now?
Read the passage through.
Identify with a character: Choose one of the
people in the story and imagine the scene from their
point of view.
Set the Scene: Fill in the details which the scripture
leaves out to make the story real for you. Imagine
the scenery, the weather, the people. Be aware of
how you feel; your emotional state.

Luke 11:14-23 (NRSVA)
Now Jesus was casting out a demon that was mute;
when the demon had gone out, the one who had
been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed.
But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by
Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’ Others, to test
him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven.
But he knew what they were thinking and said to
them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself
becomes a desert, and house falls on house. If
Satan also is divided against himself, how will his
kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast out the
demons by Beelzebul. Now if I cast out the
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists
cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges.
But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out the
demons, then the kingdom of God has come to
you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his
castle, his property is safe. But when one stronger
than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes
away his armour in which he trusted and divides
his plunder. Whoever is not with me is against me,
and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
Prayer: End with a formal prayer, such as the
Lord's Prayer/Our Father

Today’s Meditation
Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it in in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

